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The Camp Hale Alumni Association 

Newsletter 
MISSION	STATEMENT:		To	build	and	foster	positive	working	relationships	with	Camp	Hale,	the	United	South				 		

	 									End	Settlements,	and	all	in	the	Camp	Hale	community,	for	the	benefit	and	continued	success	of	Camp	Hale.	

FALL 2018                Also available at: www.CampHaleAlumni.com 
 

HONORS FOR MR. PHIL DUSHKU 

 
  Family and friends of Mr. Phil attended a memorial service hosted by 
CHAA on Friday of Alumni Weekend at the Council Ring. 
  Pictured above are Peter, Ben, Eliza and Aaron in the back, and Arlenin 
and Deborah in front. 

 PRESIDENTS MESSAGE 
 
  I grew up in the South End of Boston during the 1950s, 60s 
and 70s. 
  In the summer of 1963 I arrived at Camp Hale for the first 
time.  I had heard about camp from my older brother Marvin 

who was a camper there before me. 
  He had told me stories about the life up at camp and facing incredible 
challenges every day.  He said that I would be swimming in a beautiful 
lake, climbing mountains, sleeping outside under the stars and waking up 
every day at the crack of dawn. 
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  I was terrified and curious as to what this Camp Hale was going to do to me. 
 
  In 1974 I sat on the bus leaving camp after spending every one of my past 12 summers 
enjoying the magic of Camp Hale. 
  The old school bus rolled down the Bean Road past the opening in the trees that allowed 
me to get a final glimpse of an expanse of Squam Lake that worked its way around the 
shoreline to the camp docks off in the distance.

 
  It was a perfect August afternoon and the warm sun glowed off the lake waters as I pressed 
my forehead into the glass trying to absorb as much of the passing moment as possible.     
  Suddenly a feeling of embarrassment overcame me as I became overwhelmed with 
sadness and my eyes flooded with tears.  I loved Camp Hale. 
 
  Last summer I argued with my wife about sending our six-year old daughter to Camp Hale 
for the very first time.   
  My wife made it clear to me that this was a crazy idea, my daughter was much too young 
and she would never agree to it.  My oldest daughter who by this time was a seasoned 
Camp Haler herself joined me in convincing my wife to change her mind. 
 
  More than a week went by with no communication from our little girl who was up at rookie 
camp.  Finally, the time came for me to drive to camp and pick her up. 
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  When I arrived, she insisted upon giving me the grand tour.  We eventually made it to the 
car and started to make our way down the Bean Road. 
  As we passed opening in the trees and the full view of the lake erupted into the sunlight, I 
heard whimpering coming from the back seat.   
  “Are you okay?” I asked. 
  For a moment there was just silence.  Then suddenly, she burst into tears and said “Daddy, I 
miss Camp Hale.” 
 
 Chris Attles~ President  

 
DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE 
  Dear Camp Hale Alumni Association, 
  Thank you for another year of supporting United South End Settlements and 
Camp Hale. We are lucky to have an alumni group with such dedicated men 
and women on our side. 
  As you know, United South End Settlements harnesses the power of our diverse 
community to disrupt the cycle of poverty for children and their families. 

 We are excited to announce that this summer, we served 224 youth, including 4 boys from 
North Carolina; 1 boy from Georgia, and 3 girls from Sandwich, New Hampshire!  
  This summer at Camp Hale, 
our focus was “building 
community.”  
  Every year, our program staff 
work tirelessly to connect 
Sandwich and Hale Youth 
throughout the summer. This 
year, we continued to 
strengthen our relationship with 
Sandwich Parks and 
Recreation, which allowed 
Sandwich youth and families to 
come to camp! We are so 
excited about this and look 
forward to developing more 
each year.   
  We were also fortunate to collaborate with the Squam Lakes Association (SLA) for multiple 
shared trainings over training week. SLA also graciously shared their AmeriCorps team, which 
came to Camp Hale every week to help train our Leaders in Training with trail maintenance.    
  We are also thrilled to share that Camp Hale youth were the first to break ground on the 
new Camp Hale site plan! 
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  Additionally, we developed the “Friends of Camp 
Hale” committee to help build relationships around 
the lakes region and share the message about the 
wonders of Camp Hale.  
  This group has meant so much to the success of 
our Camp Hale development strategy. 
  There were so many more wonderful moments, 
but I chose to name just a few, hoping you would 
want to hear more and reach out to hear all that is 
in store for Camp Hale this upcoming season! 
  As we prepare to close the doors on 2018, we are 
working tirelessly to build a foundation that will 
honor traditions and ensure Camp Hale’s success 
well into the future. 
  Last year, USES completed our Vision125 strategic 
planning process. Over this past year, we have 
hired a new architect to complete the Master Plan. 
  I am excited to share that we broke ground on 
Phase I of our Master Plan on 10/9/18. We are 
thrilled with our progress and are working to make 
sure this is done right! 

  Lastly, registration and hiring will begin online through 
CAMPSITE in November. We are committed to giving 

children from Boston and surrounding communities an opportunity for personal growth 
through new experiences.  
  We are also working hard to secure funds that will send over 160+ kids from low-income 
families to Camp Hale next 
summer. 
 We will keep you updated 
throughout this process. In the 
meantime, if you have any 
questions, please be in touch 
with me. 
  Thank you all again for all 
you do, and we look forward 
to seeing you at upcoming 
events as we work to keep 
Camp Hale accessible to the 
youth that need it most for 
next summer and for many 
years to come!   
Best,  
Jerrell Cox ~ Camp Director
  

New Dining hall foundation. 
Photo by Maicharia  
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Our 2019 Organization Chart 

APPENDIX II    Amended 10/3/18     
       
Board of Directors Officers Vote/Appoint/Replace Term Expires 
 Chris Attles President  Vote Sept. 19  
 Nick Haddad Vice-President Vote Sept. 19  
 Kern Tyler Treasurer  Vote Sept. 19  
 Amy Shamatta Secretary  Vote Sept. 20  
 Joe Shamatta Clerk  Vote Sept. 20  
 Frank ‘Oscar’ Anthony   Vote Sept. 20  
 Damien Fenderson   Vote Sept. 21  
 Charles ‘Chicky’ George   Vote Sept. 21  
 Glenn Landry   Vote Sept. 21  
 Fred Lopes   Vote Sept. 19  
 Joseph Preston   Vote Sept. 21  
 Tofee Shamatta   Vote Sept. 20  
 VACANT    Sept. 19  
Alternate Directors      
 Chris Cato   Vote Sept. 21  
 Samantha Demers   Appoint&Vote Sept. 21   
 Wally Keniston   Vote Sept. 19  
 3 VACANT   1 each Sept. 17,18, 19 
Honorary Membership      
 Jerrell Cox   USES-Contractual  
       
Standing Committee Assignments -Appointments    
Committee Name Committee Chairman    Members   
Events Joe Shamatta     
 Events Sub Committees      
 Event Chair(s)  Members   
 Alumni Weekend Chicky George  Tofee, Glenn, Joe S  
 Old Home Day Chicky George  Alan Abboud, Steve Jacobs  
 Spring Fundraiser Tofee & Oscar  Amy, Joe P   
 Work Weekend Tofee Shamatta Joe S, Fred, Glenn  
       
Finance Kern Tyler  Tofee, Nick, Chris, Amy  
Fundraising Tofee Shamatta  Oscar, Joe P   
Membership Nick Haddad  Amy, Ritchie Webb  
Communications Joe Shamatta     
 Communications Sub Committees     
 Historian Bob Nicholas     
 Information Technology Joe Shamatta  Oscar, Joe P   
 Internal Communications Oscar Anthony  Joe S   
 Newsletter Joe Shamatta     
       
Ad Hoc Committees TBA      
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STAY CONNECTED WITH YOUR ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 
  In an effort to grow our presence online, we hope you will follow our pages and help share 
our main hashtag #camphalealumni.  As we continue to support Camp Hale, this hashtag 
will help us capture important moments.  
 
Visit:                         www.CampHaleAlumni.com 
Facebook Page:  Camp Hale Alumni Association 
LinkedIn Page:       Camp Hale Alumni Association 
Twitter:                    @chaainc 
Instagram:              @camphalealumni 
 
CHAA Board Meetings: held the first Monday of each month from 6pm – 8pm at the 
Harriet Tubman House (566 Columbus Ave. Boston, MA 02118).  
 
Join us at one of our upcoming meetings!  All are welcome to attend.  

 
WORK WEEKENDSSSS 
 This past year was amazing. The Camp Hale Alumni Association donated 
time and money to help Camp Hale prepare for the camping season, and end 
the season. We were able to round up 3 dozen volunteers over three 
weekends and knock off at least 3 dozen tasks. Everything from plumbing, 
demo, carpentry, maintenance, electrical, and general clean up and repair 

was performed by our volunteers and Camp Hale Staff members working side by side.  
   This year we were able to make needed repairs to the docks from winter storm damage 
and get them on the water in time for the season to open, adding 7 new safe ladders to the 
system, and two new ramps for fishing and boating. 
  At the end of the season we stowed all the watercraft and secured the dock systems for 
the winter. In addition to the usual maintenance we were able to install new dock floats that 
had been donated to CHAA for Camp Hale. 
  We appreciate all the hard work our volunteers 
and members put in this year and hope we can 
get even more hands on deck to keep Camp Hale 
afloat for decades to come.  
  And here are the numbers: 
Food and materials donated: $5,580 
Labor donated: $5,000 (estimated) 
Net expenses billed to CHAA: $1,829.  
 
Feel free to contact me at tofeeshamatta@gmail.com or call 617-480-5396. 
 
Tofee Shamatta ~ Work Weekend Chairman    
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FINANCE COMMITTEE UPDATE   
Finance Committee Update – Fall Newsletter 2018 

 
The endowment funds are still being managed by Fidelity Investments.  The 
following activity shows that since the funds were placed with Fidelity it has 
grown at a rate of 10.65% as of 09/30/2018. 

 
Year over Year Endowment Fund Change April 2017- April 2018 

Starting Balance  $250,023.15 
Ending balance      $269,671.50  Percent change 

                 $  19,648.35   7.86% 
 

Year to Date Endowment Fund Change January 2018 – September 2018 
Starting Balance  $279,100.45 

Ending balance      $276,658.66 Percent change 
                $    (2,441.79)  -0.87% 

 
Endowment Fund Change (since Maturation) April 2017- September 2018 

Starting Balance  $250,023.15 
Ending balance      $276,658.66 Percent change 

                   $  26,635.51  10.65% 
 

Moving the Camp Hale Alumni Association Endowment Fund to Fidelity has had a positive 
effect. Now that the goals set out at the founding of the Endowment Fund have been met, 
and the funds are being managed to protect our principle, the Committee is now focused 
on charting a vision for the future. The Committee will debate, discuss & present our future 
fiscal plan to the CHAA B.O.D. by years’ end. I am charged with facilitating this discussion 
and would love feedback from the membership to best come up with a shared vision of 
what and how the Endowment fund will help the kids of Camp Hale far into the future. 
 
Your efforts to support the kids of Camp Hale have enhanced their summer experiences, 
helped support the maintenance of the camp grounds, and pass on the lessons learned 
from time on mother Squam to a new generation.  
 
CHAA 2018 Alumni Weekend had a Net Gain of $5,022.58. We had 56 total paying guest (up 
14 from 2017) with 49 guests participating in the auction (up 9 from 2017). CHAA Members 
raised $6,115.00 at the annual auction in 2018.  
 
Overall we are showing a Gross gain of $47,102.42 for the fiscal year ending September 30, 
2018. However, $17,102.78 is from an unrealized gain on assets attributable to the performance 
of the endowment activity.  It cost $8,624.72 to raise $29,999.64 (difference between Gross 
and Unrealized gains). We donated $8,000.00 in 2018 for the kids of Camp Hale while 
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contributing and additional $5,425.29 in goods for camp events (Intangible Donation). This 
Nets a Profit of $7,949.63 for 2018 and the Committee has recommended donating all of it to 
Camp Hale for the 2019 season to the Board of Directors.  
 
The United South End Settlements has started the implementation of their Master Plan, 
breaking ground in the last month. Their plan, vision, and investment in the infrastructure of 
Camp Hale will ensure the children of Boston continue to have life changing experience for 
many years to come. CHAA is proud to preserve and protect Camp Hale as a place where 
young people may obtain a refreshing, enlightening and meaningful camping experience. 
Therefore, CHAA looks forward to continuing our historic relationship with USES as our 
organizations usher in a new chapter in the Camp Hale story. 
 
 
As your Treasurer, I am committed to providing a continued service to our organization that is 
well-managed and that best serves the interest of the Camp Hale Alumni Association and 
the coming generations of Camp Halers. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Kern Tyler	~	Treasurer	

  
FUNDRAISING  
 
THIRD ANNUAL CHAA XMAS BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT!  
  Chucky Anastos runs a game where for $25 you get a square and a chance 
to win $2,000. The event is the Christmas Day basketball game – Celts vs 76ers. 
There are 100 squares.   

  WINNERS - $500 to the CHAA Endowment Fund; Each Quarter a square is drawn - $500 to 
the holder of that square.  Each of the last 2 years a CHAA member has won. YOUR SUPPORT 
IS NEEDED BIG TIME! You don’t have to like basketball to play.  
  CALL CHUCKY (781-267-5663) TO RESERVE SQUARE THEN SEND CHECK. CALL SOON AS 
SQUARES GOING FAST! Send your $25(or more) to John “Chucky” Anastos 182 Beach Street, 
Quincy, MA 02170.  
 
CHAA MEMBER HELPS GET DONATION FOR CAMP!   
  Johnny Bratsos, long time Camp Haler, saw a lady 
in his town wearing a Camp Hale shirt. He 
approached her and talked about Camp and his 
experiences. She owns a house on Squam.  
  She then made a donation to USES for Camp.  
  Several years ago at the spring work weekend 
Johnny donated materials and labor to upgrade a 
lot of electric at Camp.  
A loud Brackety Axe for Johnny!  
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CASINO NIGHT 
 
  The Fundraising Committee is working on several new and fun concepts – one is a Casino 
Night that includes craps, roulette, black jack, Texas Hold ‘em tables. Your entry donation 
provides you with $1,000 in CHAA $$ that gets you chips to play with. At the end of the night 
the top 3 chip winners earn prizes.  
There will be drinks, appetizers, a DJ. If it all comes together we are targeting March 9th.  
 
  This idea came from feedback from the Alumni Weekend attendees – they said need 
something in the winter to get together, have fun and raise our spirits from the long bleak 
winter.  
 
  We will need your participation and some of you to volunteer to help run the event.    
Oscar Anthony ~ Fundraising Committee 
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PARENT’S PERSPECTIVE 
 
  If you didn’t read my bio, I’ll save you a bit of time.   
  I was not a camper, but the daughter, niece, sister and finally, parent of 
a Camp Haler. 
  My father and uncle began our family’s history in Camp in 1955. 
  My brothers have both attended and worked at Camp and are now 

part of CHAA. 
  My daughters attended girls’ sessions in 2016 & 2017. 
  Camp Hale and CHAA have been a part of our family for over 60 years.  
  Although I attended many alumni events previously, I joined the BOD in March of 2017.  
Why?  
  Because, as most parents know, there is a value and importance of parent input and 
participation in schools, after school programs, and extracurricular activities.  
  It’s a driving force among organizations and I wanted to get involved. But mostly because I 
realized that my girls could not join now because of their ages, but I need to keep them 
involved. 
  I need to help the organization whose mission is to benefit the program that is integral in our 
family history and foster its growth for years to come, (or at least until they can get involved!). 
  The men of CHAA have kept it going strong for years, but they need our help. 
  Don’t just go to an event, get involved with the event and help us make it grow. 
  Since the girl’s sessions were established in 2012, you as a parent of a female camper have 
an opportunity to make a difference for her future, by bridging the gap and getting involved 
now. 
 Show your daughters how they can be the future integral part of CHAA and Camp. 
 
Amy Shamatta ~Secretary 

 
MEMBERSHIP 
DEAR FORMER CHAA 
MEMBER… 
 
OK…you too,  
 

Membership in CHAA means different 
things to different people. 
 
Some like eating pizza with campers and 
staff at the spring gathering 
 
Some love returning to the Center 
Sandwich ball field on Old Home Day to 
cheer on the softball team, watch the races they used to win, and join the tug-of-war. 
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Some enjoy gathering together in late winter to schmooze and contribute to CHAA’s Annual 
Fundraiser. 
 

Some never miss gathering in 
camp at the end of the summer 
to be with lifelong friends, take 
one more ride in Big Red, make 
one more splash in Squam, or 
just be there. 
 
Most of us share a deep 
appreciation for the 
opportunities Camp Hale 
provided us as campers. We 
now realize we were supported 
BY others and we know that 
today it’s our turn to provide 
that support FOR others. So we 
support the CHAA mission. 

  As you probably know, the CHAA membership dues you pay when you sign up for Alumni 
Weekend expires a few weeks later, on September 30, the end of CHAA’s fiscal year. 
However, the Board needs funds throughout the year to prepare for and run the above-
mentioned events and others, and your dues helps CHAA 
to be active throughout the year.  
 
So … please…all of you former members… pay your dues 
now, at the start of the CHAA fiscal year. And in return, 
we’ll send you a spiffy Membership Card, and you will be 
helping support the CHAA mission for a full year. 
 
Nick Haddad ~ CHAA Vice President, Chairman Membership Committee 

 

IMPORTANT DATES    
Dates for events for 2019 have not been confirmed. 
 
Annual Fundraiser: March or April 
Pizza Party "Meet the Staff": June  
Spring Work Weekend at Camp Hale: Usually the first weekend in June 
Old Home Day: Usually the second Wednesday in August 
Alumni Weekend: Usually the weekend after Labor Day in September 
Fall Work Weekend: to be announced 
 
Check our new website CampHaleAlumni.com for updates. 
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THE LAST WORD 
       
  What a great year we had! 
  We started out a little slow with a 
moderate showing for the Cocktails 

for Campfires event. 
  The timing was off and we did not have a 
great big crowd of big donors like we did the 
last year.  We also had a very light showing 
from our own members. 
  It was so close to the USES Fundraiser that a lot 
of South Enders held off on their donations.     
  The USES Fundraiser, however, was a huge 
success. 
  This year we are planning something a bit different.  We are hoping to throw a Casino 
Night. Hopefully it is in the South End and hopefully there’s plenty of parking. 
  It will be a night you can dress up and have a great time for a great cause.  And don’t 
worry; you won’t lose all your real money. 
  We are in talks with a group that runs the event for charity.  One of our BOD members has 
volunteered to put up the start up costs. So it should be little actual work for us, and at no 
cost to the organization. 
  There will be an entry fee that gets you a certain number of CHAA chips to play with, with 
an option to buy more chips if you run out.  As Oscar stated previously, prizes will be given to 
the top chip winners. 
  We are hoping to have limited silent auction items, and possibly a raffle as well, but a 
different format than in past years.  We are still uncertain how the fundraiser will pan out but 
your attendance will make it a fun and profitable night.   
So, expect something fun in the spring and tell your friends to do the same.   
  Stay informed by visiting our website regularly. 

After the CFC event this year we did 2 spring work 
weekends, and got a LOT done. 
  The Shamatta family donated the food and did some 
fantastic cooking for all the workers. 
  There was a lot of winter damage to the docks that we 
repaired as best we could. 
 
  In June we lost one of our most beloved brothers, Mr. 
Phil.  Along with his years of dedication to CHAA and 
Camp Hale, he was instrumental in establishing our 
endowment fund in order that we can still help support 
Camp Hale even after we are gone.  Rest in peace Mr. 
Phil. 
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  In August, Mr. Chicky and the Foxes cabin put out some great food for Old Home Day, and 
fed Camp Halers and Sandwich residents that came out for a fun day.  Thanks to everyone 
that helped. 
 
  Alumni Weekend was a huge success!  We raised a ton of money at the auction, and had 
a fantastic weekend on the lake.  Many thanks to Tom Hayes for helping set up an MOU with 
USES. 

  We held a Council Ring Memorial Service for Phil Dushku that included almost the whole 
Dushku family. 
  Eliza was presented the Thunderbird award for 
her outstanding contributions to Camp and 
CHAA, and the evening was filled with songs, 
and stories, and great memories of our fallen 
brother. 
 
Congrats to Joe Preston for hauling in the 
monster bass and taking the win in the Fishing 
Tourney.   

 
Congrats also to 
Chris Attles on 
receiving the Gigi Pieri Award for his distinguished service. 
 
  Once again, we held a fall work weekend and were met by 
some volunteers from Crossroads!  Hopefully we can continue 
to strengthen the merger of our two groups for the common 
goal of keeping Camp in ship shape. 
 
  After all the activity this year, USES and Camp Hale finally 
started breaking ground up in the ball field for the new Dining 
Hall.  We will still use the old dining hall next year, however, as 
we don’t expect the new one to be fully functional until late in 
the camp season. 
  The infirmary was demolished as well as the 2 far cabins on 
the hill, to make way for new buildings.   
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  This is Phase 1 of 3 that will bring Camp into the 21st century. 
  And to think that this whole project started with drawings funded by CHAA and your 
generous donations. 
 
  This year we plan on much of the same. We can now update our website much more easily 
with event dates as we figure them out on the “Events“ page, and post blogs and news on 
our “News” page. 
  In fact, this newsletter will be posted there 
too. 
  You can also buy CHAA merchandise on the 
“Shop” page.  Right now stock is low, but we 
will be restocking soon. 
   
  Another change for this year is the reissuance 
of Membership Cards for dues paying 
members.  Get your $50 dues in for 2019 and 
we’ll send you a brand new card that you can 
show off. 
 
  Here’s wishing you and your families a wonderful holiday season. 
CAMP HALE! 
 
Joe Shamatta ~Clerk, Chairman Events and Communications Committees, Newsletter Editor 
(DrJoeShamatta@aol.com) 
 
PS 
Mike Dann won the Celtics tickets at the Alumni Weekend Auction and went to the game on 11/16 
with his son Mr. Ethan, Mr. Jerrell, and Mr. Courtland.  Celts won. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

END 


